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JUPITER 2019-1

EXERCISE
REPORT

T
RIDENT JUPITER 2019-1 
(TRJU19-1), which was executed 
at ten different exercise locations 
across Europe, including aboard 
USS Mount Whitney and ESPS Cas-

tilla, concluded on November 14, 2019, with 
the certification of NATO Response Force 2020 
(NRF20). The NRF20 force package, whose 
mission starts next year, is led by Allied Joint 
Force Command Brunssum (JFC Brunssum). 
The exercise was the first iteration of the three-
part TRIDENT JUPITER 2019 Exercise Cam-
paign, which makes up the largest and most 
complex joint Command Post Exercise (CPX) 
in NATO's recent history. Directed by the Joint 
Warfare Centre (JWC) in Stavanger, Norway, 
the main goal of TRJU19-1 was to evaluate 

and support the certification of the component 
commands of the NRF20. It also evaluated and 
certified the Naval Striking and Support Forces 
NATO in Portugal as the NATO Expanded 
Task Force.  

Rear Admiral Jan C. Kaack, Commander 
JWC and Officer Directing the Exercise (ODE), 
said: "This ambitious, high-intensity exercise 
demonstrated our intent, goal and ability to 
work together for collective defence by play-
ing out a fictitious scenario that accounts for all 
kinds of threats, from amphibious operations 
and counterterrorism to cyber threats against 
a peer adversary. The exercise provided an ex-
cellent platform for testing current capabilities 
and identify areas that the NATO Response 
Force will need to focus more on in the future," 

adding: "The exercise itself has been designed 
with a great focus on details, with a meticulous 
script that challenged the Training Audiences 
at all levels."

General Erhard Bühler, Commander 
JFC Brunssum and Officer Conducting the 
Exercise (OCE), stated: "Exercises such as 
TRIDENT JUPITER serve to demonstrate the 
NATO Alliance's unwavering commitment to 
collective defence; willingness to continuously 
embrace change in order to deter emerging 
security threats; and – via the execution of a 
deliberate policy of transparency – determi-
nation to deter potential adversaries through 
demonstration of cutting-edge military capa-
bility that is maintained at high levels of readi-
ness and interoperability."

►►►
ABOVE LEFT: General Erhard Bühler, Commander JFC Brunssum and Lieutenant General Laurent Kolodziej, Commander Eurocorps 
RIGHT: Rear Admiral Kaack, Commander JWC and Colonel Darren Denning, JWC's Head of Exercises, Training and Innovation 
Directorate. Photos by Bastian Koob, Eurocorps PAO  

TRIDENT
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1,800 injects fed out to 
14 Training Audiences 
over a period of ten days, 
in addition to another 
4,000+ Intel-aimed injects

TRJU19-1 involved personnel from all NATO 
Member Nations, partner countries Finland 
and Sweden, and fourteen Training Audi-
ences at ten different exercise locations across 
Europe. Sponsored by NATO Supreme Allied 
Commander Transformation (HQ SACT) in 
Norfolk, Virginia, the exercise saw the par-
ticipation from more than 3,000 civilian and 
military staff.

U.S. Air Force Lieutenant Colonel Bran-
don Maroon, the exercise's Chief Content, 
said: "TRIDENT JUPITER 2019-1 was an early 

entry operation for the NATO Response Force 
at small joint operation level for collective de-
fence in an Article 5, high-intensity operation 
against a fictitious peer adversary contesting 
NATO in all domains within its North-Eastern 
area of responsibility."

Maroon added: "During this ambitious 
exercise, we delivered around 1,800 injects to 
the Training Audiences over ten days while as-
sessing the completion of 14 shared Training 
Objectives consisting of 287 supporting tasks."

The Campaign is the most 
complex Command Post 
Exercise conducted by 
NATO in over 25 years

The TRIDENT JUPITER 2019 Exercise Cam-

paign, which continues into 2020, is designed 
to test the different Training Audiences in 
all domains of warfare, addressing the whole 
spectrum of Small Joint Operations and Major 
Joint Operations Plus. It consists of two linked 
Computer-Assisted Command Post Exercises 
(CAX/CPX) directed by the JWC, as well as 
the one-level (tactical/land-centric) LOYAL 
LEDA, which will be directed by the Joint 
Force Training Centre in 2020.

British Army Colonel Darren Den-
ning, JWC's Head of Exercises, Training and 
Innovation Directorate, said: "The JUPITER 
Campaign is the most complex Command 
Post Exercise conducted by NATO in over 25 
years. During TRIDENT JUPITER 2019-1, the 
dilemmas the JWC designed at the strategic, 
operational and tactical levels created the con-
ditions for intensive learning in a demanding 
and realistic scenario. The levels of engage-
ment and commitment from SACEUR down 
was unparalleled. The exercise has undoubtedly 
made NATO better."

NATO now more ready to 
ensure peace and security

As a three-level defensive exercise, TRJU19-1 
not only tested the Alliance's defence capa-
bilities and interoperability, but it also demon-
strated the shared commitment of the Allies to 
maintain security in Europe.

U.S. Army Colonel Marcus A. Jones, 
JWC Programme Director 1, whose responsi-
bility is to oversee both TRIDENT JUPITER 

►►►

General Erhard Bühler, during a simulation 
media press conference. Photo by Bastian 
Koob, Eurocorps PAO

ABOVE: Colonel Denning and Major General (Ret.) Roger Lane; the Response Cell representatives from Finland and 
Sweden; a simulated TV interview at USS Mount Whitney. Photos by JWC PAO  
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2019-1 and 2019-2, said that they both aimed to 
display the Alliance's readiness and interoper-
ability. "NATO will highly benefit from all com-
ponents of the Campaign," said Jones, adding: 
"We have seen increased interoperability and 
improved coordination for all participants, and 
we can firmly say that the exercise has strength-
ened the Alliance, which again equips NATO 
with the tools to ensure peace and security."

Under the lead of JFC Brunssum, the 
NRF20 component commands will be di-
vided as follows: the NRF land forces will be 
controlled by the Eurocorps in Strasbourg, 
the NRF maritime forces by the Spanish Navy 
High Readiness Forces Headquarters (SP MAR-
FOR) in Rota, and the NRF air forces by Joint 
Force Air Component Command (JFACC) in 
Ramstein, as well as the NRF special operations 
component command provided by Poland.

U.S. Army Lieutenant General J.T. 
Thomson, Commander LANDCOM, took 
part in the final phases of Eurocorps Combat 
Readiness Evaluation for NRF20 at the JWC, 
and on November 14, he signed the formal 
documents here, declaring Eurocorps ready to 
assume the NRF 2020 mission.

Royal Marines Major General (Ret.) 
Roger Lane, JWC's Senior Advisor for the ex-
ercise, said: "Managing delivery of a highly so-
phisticated exercise is like solving several Ru-
bik's cubes under time pressure. Every decision, 
or action, has an impact on a different side of 
the cube, whether it be in the Response Cells, 
Intel, Targeting, Simulation, Opposing Forces 
(OPFOR), Main Events List/Main Incidents 
List (MEL/MIL) or media; just when you think 
you have coordinated a coherent and consistent 
outcome, that is, solving the cube, the Training 
Audiences sneak up and play at the same time, 
so one needs to reset the cube faster and more 
accurately than they can change it."

►►►

ABOVE & LEFT: JWC-led Exercise Control (EXCON) in 
Stavanger and JWC Training Advisory Team at USS 

Mount Whitney. Photos by JWC PAO and Drew Verbis
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TRIDENT JUPITER 2019-1 
wraps up with final remarks 
by Commander JWC

In his closing remarks, Rear Admiral Kaack 
commended the 900 members of the JWC-led 
Exercise Control (EXCON) organization when 
he said: "Although the sheer size and complex-
ity of this exercise stretched our resources to 
the maximum, this did not stop you from pro-
viding a remarkable training event," adding: "If 
it were not for your tremendous efforts during 
both planning and execution, we would not 
have been able to create and successfully de-
liver this unique training opportunity." 

Kaack underlined that the exercise pro-
vided an excellent opportunity for both the 
different Training Audiences as well as the Al-
liance at large, producing successful results in 
areas such as air support to joint operations, 

prioritization and apportionment of forces in 
a high-intensity warfighting environment, and 
the synchronization of battle rhythms on all 
three levels. Kaack's closing remarks for TRI-
DENT JUPITER 2019-1 was: "Again, thank 
you all very much for supporting the exercise 
and the Joint Warfare Centre. Mission accom-
plished. Bravo Zulu!" 

Inci Kucukaksoy
PAO, NATO Joint Warfare Centre

Our special thanks to 
Eurocorps Public Affairs 
Office (PAO) photographer, 
German Army Sergeant 
Bastian Koob.

TRJU19-1 is the first iteration 
of NATO's three-part exercise 

campaign TRIDENT JUPITER 2019, 
which is based upon a fictitious 

Article 5 scenario testing the 
Training Audiences in all domains 

of warfare, while addressing 
the whole spectrum of Small 

Joint Operations and Major Joint 
Operations Plus. The training 

scenario of TRJU19-1 supports 
the specific exercise and Training 
Objectives of the different Training 

Audiences, challenging them across 
the two joint operational areas, and, 

thereby, ensuring the continued 
readiness of the NATO Command 
and Force Structure Headquarters. 
As a three-level defensive exercise, 
TRJU19-1 will eventually test the 

Alliance's defence capabilities and 
interoperability, and demonstrate 
the Allies' shared commitment to 

maintain security in Europe.

ABOVE Clockwise: Lieutenant Colonel Bo Andersen 
(right), JWC's Officer of Primary Responsibility for the 
exercise; a simulated press conference via VTC at 
the JWC; the MEL/MIL and OPFOR situation update 
meeting with the Exercise Director; Lieutenant 
General J.T. Thomson, Commander LANDCOM, and 
Lieutenant General Laurent Kolodziej, Commander 
Eurocorps; the Space Response Cell. Photos by JWC 
PAO and Eurocorps PAO.


