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The Seminar, which took place on Monday 27 August 2012, was intended for invited members
of the military, the clergy, the media and the political community, researchers, lecturers,
teachers, students and other representatives from the private and public sector, as well as JWC
staff members and spouses.  

  

The Seminar focused on comprehensive approach to crisis management and religion’s place in
armed conflicts. It started with the opening remarks of Major General Jean Fred Berger,
Commander JWC, who greeted over 300 guests gathered at the Auditorium and said: “It is with
great pleasure that I greet you here at Jåttå this morning on behalf of the Joint Warfare Centre
and myself. In particular, I would like to welcome our panel of prominent experts, who will be up
on the stage. I also extend a warm welcome to all members of the audience, from across the
JWC or elsewhere.” The General also included a special welcome to ISS and BS students.

  

Major General Berger then stressed his aim to integrate the JWC with NATO’s mission in the
field of doctrinal thinking while at the same time including the civil society. He said: “The
concept of Comprehensive Approach to Operations provides the doctrinal basis for operations
conducted by NATO, but also by Nations themselves. Nations, at least in the Western world,
rely on the UN, in the name of humanist ethical and philosophical principles.”
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  Major General Berger said that although religion is systematically part of conflicts, he agreedwith those who would say that all wars do not have a religious cause, and also that all wars arenot religious wars. “On the other hand, those who follow conflicts closely -- conflicts that arefrequently of an ethnic, political, social nature -- would observe that the religious aspect is neverwholly absent. Each soldier, each political leader, each military commander, each NGO is theinheritor of a culture, of a national or personal history. Human action always occurs within asystem of values, and there is absolutely no example of a history or society that never had toface up to religion or was not founded through religious ideals. So, even while religion is notalways at the root of a conflict, it is nonetheless always, whether directly or indirectly, amotivation for a soldier’s engagement or for the society that mandates him to defend it,” theGeneral added.  

At the end of his speech Major General Berger said that the aim was to “shed some light on theissues that should support us, soldiers and members of the civil society, in our dailycommitment to preparation, decision and action." He then added: "This seminar which,hopefully, will be rich in teachings and no less rich in questions, is also a great opportunity forus to dialogue and strengthen the ties between the military and the civil society that the militaryemanate from and defend.”  The distinguished speakers of the Comprehensive Approach Seminar included Dr. IselinFrydenlund: "When a Pacifist Religion Goes to War: The Role of Religion in Times of ViolentConflict"; Mr. Thomas Wiegold: "Role of Religion in Conflicts from a Media Perspective";Norwegian Major Chaplain Tor S. Olberg: "The Role of the Chaplain in International Operations"and Dr. Henrik Syse: "The Ethics of Warfare - from the Theoretical to the Practical, from theGeneral to the Existential: Reflections on the Relationship Between Ethics, Religion and ArmedConflict" .
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