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DURING TRIDENT JUNCTURE 16 (TRJE16),
an Initial Command Element (ICE) of Joint
Force Command Naples (JFC Naples) set
up headquarters in the A-B-C and D Blocks
within the World War II Bunker complex at
Jåttå, Stavanger, which is a massive structure
located inside Mount Jåttå. Studded with oaks
and pines, hazels and birches bedecked in autumn colours at the time of the exercise, the
mountain stood tall against the sky, looking
doubly majestic. Once inside, at least one million cubic metres of solid rock will be above
you wherever you turn, offering complete isolation from the outside world; a perfect shelter .
And, for many who have been inside, it is just
the kind of place where a James Bond movie
would fit perfectly, especially if the next adventure involves a bit of time travel, such as flashbacks into the Cold War era. Obviously, Commander Bond would need close collaboration
of Bunker Bjørn1 to defeat his adversaries, the
bad guys... But first, some history.
Sitting on the outskirts of Stavanger,
Mount Jåttå has, for many years, occupied a
strategically vital position within Norway. As
explained on the "Destination Rogaland" website2, this region played a central part in the
Viking Era and discoveries indicate that Rogaland's tribes and chiefs were both dominant and
central to the whole Norwegian Viking period.
"The forefathers of the Vikings established defensive fortifications in this region to
deter potential invaders as far back as 300-500
AD," Commander Keith Sweeney, JWC's former Head Site Management wrote in The Three
Swords Magazine three years ago. "The Norwegian military has been a constant presence on
the site since the 1940s, with the Norwegian
National Joint Headquarters (NJHQ) and
NATO's headquarters both establishing offices
here before NATO further developed the site
to become the Joint Warfare Centre (JWC) it

is today. The almost impregnable Bunker complex at the foot of and inside the imposing hill
is indeed quiet impressive. "
The Norwegians finished the Bunker after the end of World War II. The first to move
in was the Norwegian Air Force (1945-1950),
later followed by the Navy, which stayed until
1971. Activated here in 1994, NATO's Headquarters Allied Forces North Europe (HQ
North) was at the time co-located with Defence
Command South Norway. In 2000, HQ North
was replaced by Joint Headquarters North.
Later, in 2002, Defence Command South Norway ceased to exist, as did Joint Headquarters
North in October 2003 when the JWC stood
up. The JWC was initially co-located with the
Norwegian National Joint HQ (NJHQ), which
continued to use the Bunker until 2008 when
Norwegian authorities decided to move it to a
new location at Bodø/Reitan, a transition that
was complete in May 2010.
In November 2010, at the Lisbon Summit, NATO adopted a new Strategic Concept
that will serve as "the Alliance's roadmap for

the next ten years, reconfirming the commitment to defend one another against attack as
the bedrock of Euro-Atlantic security." It urged
Allies to "invest in key capabilities to meet
emerging threats" and ensured that the Alliance would be "more effective, more engaged
and more efficient than ever before." This had
a major impact on the JWC to carry out a wide
spectrum of newly designated tasks; exercises
became more sophisticated and the volume of
the Centre's output doubled: up to four large
exercises per year; two more in the planning
calendar, each exercise execution involving
nearly 3,000 people, sometimes even more.
At the Jåttå compound changes continued. STEADFAST JOIST, which took place in
May 2012, was the first exercise to be hosted
and run from the JWC's new state-of-the-art
training facility, in F Block, following the closure of the Centre's interim training facility
at Ulsnes. It soon became clear, though, that
this key asset designed and constructed by the
Norwegian Defence Estates Agency (NDEA),
and which could accommodate nearly 1,000
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staff in a single event, might not be enough.
The Centre was hard pushed to extend its
on-site training inventory to match the training requirements that has increased beyond
design capacity. "Close cooperation with the
Norwegian Ministry of Defence opened up the
possibility for temporary use of the adjacent
Bunker complex for additional office space.
D Block successfully provided JWC with a
further training space for approximately 300
training audience participants," Sweeney explained. The Bunker was no longer a wartime
headquarters, but a quality office environment; albeit windowless.
Since 2012, D Block has been used many times
for major exercises, providing JWC's second
Combined Joint Operations Centre (C/JOC).
Although the Bunker dates back to the Cold
War, in terms of technology, it belongs to the
21st Century, fully integrated into the JWC's
main Automated Information System (AIS)
and its impressive Data Centre. However, the
narrow vault gate which opens to the massive
structure inside looks, at first sight, a bit unimpressive. If you peek behind the gate, all you
will see is a narrow passage. Inside, there are a
maze of tunnels and rooms with no windows,
walls hung with warfare prints and hundreds
of framed maps, awards and insignias. One realizes quickly that the Bunker itself is a place
for work, not leisure; there is no space for sitting down, talking or drinking coffee. Obvi-

ously, it is much better to see it during an exercise involving a motley group of soldiers and
civilians working together rather than during
its downtime when it feels oppressive, eerily
silent and much too vast and empty. Yet, JWC
visitors are intrigued the very first time they
see it, and the Bunker easily steals attention
from its €100 million counterpart, the stateof-the-art training facility, on the hillside.
The Bunker today is an office space that
can accommodate 600 people in A-B-C and D
Blocks. People are aware that the Bunker bears
witness to the past and provides a feel for the
Cold War, connected to the very real fears of
the 1950s and 60s. And, it really has the feel of
a perfect setting for the super-spy Commander
James Bond himself. Clearly, journalist Paola
Casoli agrees. "Then, unexpectedly, there is the
Bunker, as silent as an electric car in downtown
Stavanger," she wrote for the Italian GQ Magazine in December 2015, relating her impressions of the tour. "When you get into the Operations Room – the core of the entire structure
– it seems you can hear the famous request for
a Vodka Martini, shaken, not stirred, right behind you, where a faceted glass window stands
on a room underneath with the walls covered
by three huge screens of a kind that you cannot
even find at the piazza Duomo for the national
football finals."
"It is the CIS that we built here that
transports the buildings (A, B, C and D Blocks)
into modern times," says Mr Tommy Hansen

The Operations Room, view from below.
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Soldiers of 628 Signal Troop are pictured above, who deployed to Stavanger in support of the NATO Communications and Information (NCI) Agency's CIS Support Unit Stavanger
(CSU Stavanger). Right: Commander Svein-Inge Søndergaard, NCI Agency CSU Stavanger Commander, presenting the Certiﬁcate of Appreciation to Sgt Jones, emphasizing the
importance of their effort along the local CSU staff for creating a training environment far beyond the size and complexity the Training Centre was built for.

Reiestad, the NCI Agency Deputy CSU Commander. "The CIS here matches the requirements of a Joint Task Force HQ. You can still
feel the history, but it is not like hopping between two centuries. The buildings belong
to the now, with its advanced virtual desktop
provisioning to re-used old CIS equipment.
We are lucky to have the Bunker, but seeing it
active like this, during TRJE16, I would say the
Bunker is lucky to have us, too."
In late September this year, the D Block
went through a second wave of CIS temporary
installation performed by the NCI Agency, with

support of 21 soldiers from 628 Signal Troop
of NATO's 1st Signal Battalion, headquartered
in Germany. The Royal Signals Troop itself is
based in Blandford, England. "It forms one of
the six Deployable Communications Modules
and remains the only British Army Unit, major or minor, permanently assigned to, and under operational command of NATO, in times
of peace and war," said Lieutenant Colonel
Andrew White, the JWC's Chief CIS Branch.
With key support from JWC IMC4 Branch,
the ensuing work was no mean feat, involving
rolling-out of the equipment and testing it to

ensure that the ICE deployment would be a
success, from the CIS perspective.
JFC Naples ICE HQ Commander British Army Major General Ian Cave who set
up headquarters in the Bunker complex said:
"The facilities within the JWC Bunker are ideally suited to an exercise of this magnitude.
The deployment of both the NRF ICE, Joint
Logistics Support Group (JLSG) and Special
Operations Component Command Forward
Elements within the Bunker, with fantastic
connectivity, not only proved the ICE deployment model for JFC Naples, but also the viability of the JWC Bunker as an exercise location."
In short, "A to D" Blocks extensively
expand the JWC's on-site training inventory.
Owned by the Norwegian Armed Forces, the
Bunker is, and will always be, in demand. Just
like there will always be a James Bond movie.
Who knows, maybe the next James Bond adventure might indeed be shot here, whatever
the tripartite support arrangements are between the JWC, the NCI Agency and the Norwegian Ministry of Defence – One Team. 
Bunker Bjørn is a fictional character who appears in
a video produced by the Media Section for JWC's
Training Audiences, role-played by Mr Chris Hill.
2
Destionation Rogaland http://destination-rogaland.
webnode.com/
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JWC's CIS Branch.
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